
fll\lt, the .llghtest ,"o .. "ibillty Gf the dlSloJullon of 
the union of these States. \Ve arc too closely 
united by the ties of interest ever to divide-the 
people would not kuO\v how to beein to divide .
Our northern breth ren, with all their clamorous 
sympathy for negroes, hlLlIe no idea of pushing 
things to that extremity . They know too well 
who it is that e:ets the rca.! benefit from your rice 
fields, your cotton fields and sugar plantation!!!, cv
er to .cpara.te from such rich poasessioOli. 

'fhey willl{eep up lhe cla.mor about slavery as 
long as Ihey cltn make political capital out of it
as long as they can sow division in our ranks, and 
rob us in detail of our equa.l ri ghts and pri\'i1eges 
11.8 members of the Union. The bolLiest infrac
tions of the Constitution which have ta ken place 
for ye~rs, were upon this subjrct of slavery by t\\'o 
leauing Northern States, !\Iass~chuSCUB and New 
York, who openly and shamelessly repudiated that 
plain feature of the Constitution, which gh'es to 
thc Southern SIn..e holdl'r, the right to reco\·e r his 
fugitive shlve. South Carolina tal ked of ·nullify. 
ing an obnoxious law of Congress, but New York 
and Massachusetts practiced il i and yet we have 
never hea rd the Union was in dauge r from th~ir 

acts, but when a. SOllthern man rcmon:;traU's a
gainstsuch unconstitutional a~grE's:;iolis upon his 
property, hc is told to be quiet, he is puriuing an 
abstraction. 

In my judgment, sir, lhe o~ly di,union \Va need 
fear, is a disunion among ouriC'h·e~. Uniled, wo 
can bid defiance tOA Il our encmiC'!I; rl i" jded, ··Ilone 
so poor as La do liS rev('rcnce." Th<-ra is aile fer
t ilc source of division in our rank il, the power alld 
patronage of tlre Feflcl"al (;orernmml. Wltshing
ton alone, wilh its brilliant officild stations, is wor
thy the am bition of aspiring genius i the Northern 
llress, with its thousand blasts, can n.lone wan rep
utations to the remotest corners of the Repubiic. 
It is I1l")t then Sir, verI snrprisiug, that tho poor 
South shl")uld be rcgtln!ed liS au ab8traction, the 
rich and tceming North ;\ liuu.-; t:lntial realilY. Lf't 
118 then, ae the temptat ion to stray is very gr"al . 
kpcp a vigilant eye upon ou r public 'en'au1.JJ: leI 
Ub pitS3 tire' rcsoiutiulls iJcforc u . .;, that gCld""I'11 
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may know whllla.re om sentinten(s upon the sub
jccts which now agitate our public concils. If 
e\'cr that glorious motto of the ~Ilant Decatur, 
"our country, right or wrOIl!; we go with hcr," 
was true, it is &0 in the South on the lubject of 
slavery. When this institut ion is aseailed from 
without itl; borders, the man who C;ln stop tocalcu
late the cost of defending it, is no Southern man 
in feeling. If it be an evil, those people who en
dure it, arc the ftole and exclusive juug(>s c.f the 
mode a nd method of redress. 

There is, ?of r. Speaker, It manif('st propriety, !lnd 
an urgent necessity for the passage of these rt'eo
lutionM a t this session. It is in vain todi.gui.e the 
filCt, Illal the speech and valEt or onl'! of our Sen:t
tors, Mr. B;\uger, upon the CompromisQ Bill of tire 
last session of Congresi!', was much tlisapproved of 
by many \Vhigs throughout North Carolina; a. dis
approbation whirh required the most stringent rar
ty urill i:: til il Legislature to overcome. They 
were surprised tlun n. gentleman reprc5Cntin2 the 
lar~e lSia.veholding intarelit of North Carotin';! t 

could not on that subject have acted with the great 
body of Southern Senators, together with Berrien, 
of Georgia, ;lnd Clayton, of Dehl.warc, lWO Il:lmeli 

dear to the Wh igs of North Carolina.. 
I did not, Sir, voto for Mr. Badger, Lut I am not 

di!~ed to do him the t:.light sst inju.tice. I be
Heve Ilim to be a. gelltiema ll of great talents, and 
the Ktricto .. t intt'grity. I Hdmitthat his \·ote upon 
th:lt occuion \\':lS no:' n. decisi\·e tCit of his opin 
ion", and that it might h:n'e OC'CII merely an error 
uf judgment. Shoulu hc hereafter in ~ is place all 

Senator, surrort the spirit lind object of these r(':;
olutions. and gh'c to hi~ Stile tho bcnl.lfit of his 
great a bililies, no m:1I! in North Carolim~ will nc 
quiesce more cheerfully bl hi .. election than I will, 
or will rrjoice 1Il0rc in any (uturc honor which mllY 
be ool:l towcd upon Mm . Should, however, he de
cline to do so, it is not for me to s.'y what shonlt! 
hf> Ilis cOllrse; bllt this 1 will • .:"I y m the most COU· 
tidcnt belief that I $pcl'lk the real &outimento or 
those ..... ho h"at me, th'lt if he decl ines to snpport 
the ~ririt flf I"{':le re.,olrriiolll', he will nt"i thcr r('\1-
rr~,:·,t th ~ "".", ':. nf t!Ji::l L,.;;HlllIH· "hidJ cb.:· 


